The Third Arab-Israeli War
The pro-Arab policy of the Soviet Union was severely de-
nounced by Israel which accused the Russians of aiding and
abetting the Arabs in their endeavours to destroy her.*-' Had
it not been for Soviet weapons and political support, the Arabs
could not, Israel claimed, have threatened to make war on her
and they would have been more willing to come to the peace
table. The Israelis wondered whether the Soviet Union would
have been so anxious for the cease-fire and withdrawal resolu-
tions if the Arabs had emerged victorious. They insisted that
Russia would have them move ''backward to belligerency"1
rather than "forward to peace", and that they could not be ex-
pected to withdraw their forces until the Arabs were ready
to insure Israel's peace and security—and this could be done
only through a peace settlement achieved by direct negotiations.**
The Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban declared that it would
be "very difficult" to make a lasting peace in the Middle East
unless the Soviet Union abandoned its pro-Arab stand for a
more "balanced position".84
On the other hand, the Arabs accused the United States of
being anti-Arab and pro-Israel, of working and voting in the
Security Council to defeat any resolution opposed by Israel,
and of disregarding her "obligations^ under the U.N. Charter
to condemn aggression85 and to insist, as she had done in
them the type of active support during the fighting they expected, Moscow
was still their best friend.
^Soviet policy vis-a-vis Israel does not apparently aim at the destruc-
tion of the state, but through threats and political pressure to make it
give up its gains and to isolate it politically* Although the Kremlin does
not advertise the fact, it clearly wants recognition of a permanent state of
Israel, for without Israel's implicit threat to the Arabs, Russia could nevei
hope to retain their favour. New York Times, Weekly Review, 9 February
1969, p. 6; Foreign Affairs, vol. 47, January, 1969, p. 305.
$3 Israel Digest, 16 June 1967, p. 7, 30 June 1967, p. 3.
84	International Herald Tribune, 26 June 1967, p. 2.
85	According to the Soviet commentator Y. Bochkaryov, Israel would not
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